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Operation Lasso ropes in 3 positive drivers
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Scanner
a $2.7m
health lift

PATIENTS are set to be-
nefit from a new $2.7
million MRI at Nambour
General Hospital.

The new scanner has
double the magnetic
field strength of the pre-
vious MRI.

Health Minister Geoff
Wilson said it would
produce sharper and
clearer images which
would enable more de-

tailed diagnoses.
“Particularly for
rheumatology, ortho-

pedic, gastroenterology
and neurology,” he said.

“It will also be able to
perform highly special-
ised breast MRIs, mean-
ing patients will no lon-
ger travel to Brisbane
for this procedure.”

Mr Wilson said the
new MRIhad been avail-
able to patients for the
last two weeks.

It followed a refur-

ROAD blocks willnot stop, is the warn- .

ing from the Sunshine Coast’s police
chief after another unremarkable
highway operation where motorists
proved on their best behaviour.

Only three drink drivers were
picked up from more than 1800 ¥an-
dom breath tests conducted in the se-
cond instalment of Operation Lasso
for the year on the Bruce Hwy at Palm-

The highway was brought to a
standstill between 9pm and 2am yes-
terday with every vehicle stopped for
the annual school holiday operation.

Only three drivers returned positive
drug tests from 46 random tests.

Officers issued 22 traffic infringe-
ment notices and eight notices to ap-
pear on 10 charges, including the al-
leged possession of amphetamines

Police mSvan 30 heavy vehicles.

Eight of those drivers were issued
with traffic infringement notices.

It is the second time this year the
highway operation, which saw the
Coast’s police joined by the State Traf-
fic Taskforce, has returned statistics
of “pleasing behaviour”.

At Easter, seven drink drivers from
1021 were picked up in the taskforce’s

But Sunshine Coast police Superin-
tendent Ben Hanbidge said the ab-
sence of offenders only made him
more resolute to ensure the opera-
tions continued.

“We will always continue these op-
erations,” Supt Hanbidge said.

Police are determined to keep fatal-
ities down for the second year in a bid
to avoid the horror and carnage of 2009

bishment at the hospital
to accommodate the 7.5-
tonne machine.

The installation of the
MRI required the use of
a crane to manoeuvre it
through a hole created
in the exterior wall of
the hospital.

It was then moved on

view on Wednesday.

and cannabis.

last appearance.

when 35 people were killed.

wheels.

‘Our resources boom

KAWANA will' become the Sun-
shine: Coast’s ‘resources boom’ — a
‘game changer’ for the region
which will inject $1 EEE; aday for
five years.

More than 200 business leaders
attended a half-day forum in
Maroochydore yesterday to see
how they could be part of what will
be a $3.5 billion injection in the local

economy from the hospital and sur-

rounding development.
Sunshine Coast Council CEO

John Knaggs said the university

hospital, due to start construction
in 2013 and be finished in 2016,
would be complemented by fast-
tracked development.

Detailed planning carried out by
the council and developer Stock-
land would mean much of the pro-

THE Sunshine Coast University Hospital — at more
than $2 billion —will be the largest hospital projectin
Australia. Its value represents a quarter of the
Coast's $9 billion annual economy.

More than 15,000 people will visit the hospital every
day, creating immense transport requirements on

the region.

Stockland anticipates almost 175 ooomn m of new

© GAME BREAKER What the university hospital is worth to us

to be built within the surrounding health precinct and
town centre. The area will include 15 football fields of
parks and buildings ranging up to 10 storeys high in

the heart of the town. Workers at the hospital will be

able to ride from work to the beach.
Once open in December 2016, the hospital will em-

ploy 3500 people while its operating budget will be

mixed use buildings and more than 2000 dwellings  cil's.

“It will get out of the ground very
quickly,” he said.

Mr Knaggs also signalled a new
approach by the council to aggres-
sively target new industries — offer-
ing them incentives to come here —
including pharmaceutical compa-

Stockland regional manager
Troy Wainwright said $1 million a
day would be spent on in the Kawa-
na area for the next five years.

Developments would include
2200 dwellings for 5300 new resi-
dents, 173,950sq m of mixed use fa-

$680 million a year — about the same as the coun-

creating 13,000 jobs in construction
and 10,000 operating jobs.

Mr Wainwright said the town
centre alone would feature more
than 500 units, 20,000sq m of retail,
an indoor entertainment centre
and venues with 24 hour liquor li-

workers.

Health Minister Geoff Wilson
told the Urban Development Insti-
tute of Australia forum that the new
tertiary hospital would stop about
10,000 patients a year having to go
to Brishane for treatment.

Once open in December 2016, it
would employ 3500 people — many of
whom are being recruited over the
next couple of years as services are
ramped up at ZmEdoE. and Cal-
oundra.

Mr Wilson said the three consor-
tiums bidding for the rights to build
the hospital would have to demon-
strate a commitment to engaging
with local firms to maximise the
economic spin-offs here, while still
meeting national competition gui-
delines.:

Jjeet would be ‘self-assessable’. nies and nanotechnology. cilities, and a $2.75 billion outlay  cences to cater for hospital shift — MARK FURLER
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Discover the new face of aged care at Regis Kuluin
Regis Kuluin, offering a level rarely seen in aged care living, is now open * 120-bed high, low, %ama_m respite care extra service facility
and to celebrate is inviting you to see first hand this premium facility. = Spacious premium single and double rooms with en suites Dedicated club Stylish Experienced
With hotel style services at your finger-tips Regis Kuluin offers a range » Contemporary interior furnishings including flat screen televisions services manager n o finishes in-house chef
of spacious premium rooms and first class amenities for those looking * On:site chef, a la carte dining and 24-Hour snack menu .
for the ultimate in aged care accommodation. * Day spa, hair salon and individualised fitness and or lifestyle programs !
Sl St = Employment and Volunteer opportunities availabl = Cont Private dini ; :
Join us oni either Thursday 22 or Friday 23 September between 1pm and e 7 : v.e s : . e_wﬂmﬁwﬂ o 1 ow_mwam o Private cinema
5pm or Saturday 24 September between 10am and 2pm for a tour of If you or a loved one is considering aged care now or in the future then Regis
this brand new Regis Club Services five star facility, learn more about could be the support you are looking for.
aged care including respite options and join us for light refreshments Open Day: Thursday 22 and Friday 23 September WERERREY Hairdresser
prepared by our on-site chef and his team. 1pm to 5pm and Saturday 24 September 10am to 2pm et GG and day spa
354 Main Road, Kuluin =
For more information phone 1300898 100 S < %
Email mnsnm®am_m.8_= au or su;sss qmwu com.au : -
- 354 _sgu xe& _a_:s 7 : : .
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