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PLAYTIME FOR ALL AT STOCKLAND WETHERILL PARK WITH LAUNCH OF 

NEW, INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND  

 

Stockland Wetherill Park confirmed its standing as ‘the centre’ of the community, today 

celebrating the grand opening of a new inclusive playground for children of all ages and 

abilities. 

 

The Hon. Chris Bowen MP, Federal Member for McMahon, today joined John Schroder, 

Stockland Group Executive and CEO of Commercial Property, to officially open the 

playground, celebrating together with local school and community groups. 

 

John Schroder, Stockland Group Executive and CEO of Commercial Property, said the 

playground’s inclusive and innovative design ensured all children can play together, 

including those with physical disabilities, vision, hearing and mobility impairments, or  

spectrum disorders such as autism. 

 

“With one in five Australians living with a disability, we’re proud to continue our national 

partnership with the Touched By Olivia Foundation here in Western Sydney, opening this 

terrific, inclusive play space at Stockland Wetherill Park,” Mr Schroder said.  

 

“With close to eight million customers visiting the centre since we opened our $228 

million redevelopment just over a year ago, we are absolutely focused on continuing to 

make a lasting, positive contribution to the local community. We hope this all-abilities 

playground will become a favourite destination for customers and a welcoming place for 

all to enjoy.” 

 

Hon Chris Bowen MP said: “I’m delighted to open this playground today to support 

Stockland’s commitment to community and sustainability initiatives. This inclusive 

playground at Wetherill Park will play an important role for the people of McMahon in 

investing in shared spaces for those of all-ability.” 

  

A playground party was held at the centre today to celebrate the opening of the space, 

which was designed in collaboration with Stockland’s CARE Foundation partner, the 

Touched By Olivia Foundation, specialists in the design and development of all-inclusive 

playgrounds for children of all abilities.  

 

Touched by Olivia Foundation Executive Officer, Bec Ho said: “Our playgrounds 

acknowledge disability by providing easy access and fun, stimulating play areas, but they 

are really about celebrating the ability of all children, ensuring everyone can play and 

have fun.” 

 

“We’re hoping that if children can start on a level playing field, playgrounds like this will 

lead to creating a community that is more inclusive.”  
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Designed with a local fresh food theme, the engaging playground incorporates a number 

of unique design features including three-storey spiral slide, in-built dual trampolines, 

climbing sculptures, musical play elements and sensory, interactive drawing, scented 

plants and tactile play spaces for discovery and learning. 

 

The new playground is just one of a number of important ongoing community and 

sustainability initiatives incorporated into the $228 million redevelopment of Stockland 

Wetherill Park. The centre also features community focused public art projects, a $2 

million solar project and the very first Jamie’s Ministry of Food cooking school for NSW, 

which has seen 3,000 locals take part in healthy cooking classes. 

 

John Schroder continues: “At Stockland we are focused on providing an experience that 

truly engages with our customers and inspires the community, delivering more than just 

another shopping centre experience.” 

 

The Touched by Olivia inclusive playground at Stockland Wetherill Park is the seventh 

for the Stockland retail portfolio, with the business having invested $2.3 million to date. 

Stockland also has an additional six playgrounds planned for the year ahead  at 

Stockland Merrylands, Stockland Green Hills, Stockland Wendouree, Stockland 

Balgowlah, Stockland Bundaberg and Stockland Rockhampton.   

 

The new playground is located in Wetherill Lane in between the outdoor dining precinc t, 

Kinchin Lane and the 800-seat indoor / outdoor food terrace ‘The Grove’, both part of the 

$228 million redevelopment of Stockland Wetherill Park completed in December 2015.  

 

ENDS 
 

 

About Stockland 
Stockland (ASX: SGP) was f ounded in 1952 and has grown to become Australia’s largest div ersif ied property  group – owning, 

dev eloping and managing a large portf olio of  shopping centres, residential communities, retirement liv ing v illages, of fice and industrial 

assets. Stockland was recognised by  the S&P Dow Jones Sustainability  Indices (DJSI) as the global real estate sector leader f or 

2016-17, demonstrating world leadership across the areas of  corporate gov ernance, stakeholder engagement, climate strategy , 
social integration and regeneration and corporate citizenship. Stockland has been identif ied as a global leader f or its actions and 

strategies in response to climate change and has been awarded a position on the Climate A List by  CDP and recognised as the 

Regional Sector Leader f or Div ersified Property  Companies on the Global Real Estate Sustainability  Benchmark (GRESB). Stockland 

has also been recognised as an Employ er of  Choice f or Gender Equality  by  the Australian Gov ernment’s Workplace Gender Equalit y  
Agency  (WGEA) f or last three consecutiv e y ears. www.stockland.com.au  

 

About The CARE Foundation: 
The Stockland CARE Foundation was launched in early  2015 to amplif y  Stockland community  work and contribute to the areas of  
wellbeing and education. The CARE Foundation partners with Touched By  Oliv ia and Redkite to prov ide inclusiv e play  spaces and 

support y oung people and their f amilies diagnosed with cancer.  

 
About The Touched by Olivia Foundation:  
Founded in 2006 in memory  of  Oliv ia Perkins, Touched by  Oliv ia believ e that all children, regardless of  ability , can lead healthier and 

happier liv es. Touched by  Oliv ia adv ocate f or an inclusiv e society, through its national network of  inclusiv e play  spaces and social 

enterprises that prov ide training and employ ment f or people with disabilities  
 

About Jamie’s Ministry of Food: 
In 2010, The Good Guy s and The Good Foundation partnered with Jamie Oliv er to establish Jamie's Ministry  of  Food program in 

Australia. Jamie's Ministry  of  Food Australia is an award-winning cooking program created in response to the lack of  basic f ood skills 
among adults. Jamie's Ministry  of  Food teaches people ev ery thing they  need to know to make healthy , delicious meals.  The Wetherill 

Park Jamie’s Ministry  of  Food Centre is a purpose built f acility  designed to of f er a comf ortable, welcoming, and f riendly  env ironment. 

Open to the since January  2015, our Centre giv es participants the skills they  need to make better f ood choices, contributing to a 

healthier and happier community . 

http://www.stockland.com.au/

